
 

 

 
 

Currituck Banks Reserve 
Local Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

November 6, 2014  11 AM to 1 PM 
Outer Banks Wildlife Education Center, Corolla, NC 

 
 

Attendance 

LAC Members Affiliation/Interest Present 

Mike Hoff USFWS No 

Officer Jarrett Culbreth NC Wildlife Resources Commission, 
Enforcement 

No 

Sheriff Susan Johnson Currituck County Sheriff’s Dept No 

Aaron McCall The Nature Conservancy Yes 

Mary Riley Community Member Yes 

Donna Robinson Community Member Yes 

Bill Robinson Community Member Yes 

Clarence Styron NC WRC Outer Banks Center for Wildlife 
Education 

Yes 

Holly White Currituck County No 

Others   

Rebecca Ellin DCM, Reserve Manager Yes 

Scott Crocker DCM, Northern Sites Manager Yes 

 
 
 
Focus Group Session for NCNERR Management Plan Update  
 
Whitney Jenkins facilitated a focus group session with Local Advisory Committee members as 
part of the NCNERR 2016-2021 management plan update process. A series of questions was 
provided to LAC members prior to the meeting and served as the basis for the focus group 
discussion, focusing on three primary areas: program management, coastal community 



 

involvement, and partnership opportunities. Specific topics discussed included: current 
environmental topics critical to the NCNERR; NCNERR program offerings and activities; visitor 
management concerns and opportunities; program priorities for the next five years; community 
awareness and connection to the Reserve; engagement of local communities; and partnership 
opportunities. The discussion allowed LAC members to provide input on the Reserve’s activities 
and priorities. Input gathered from each of the LACs for the four sites within the NCNERR will be 
incorporated into strategic planning activities as the updated management plan is drafted. 
 
 
Reserve Update –  Scott Crocker  
 
Administrative Update 

 Welcome to Brandon Puckett, the Reserve’s new Research Coordinator.  Brandon began 
work August 25 in our Beaufort office.  Brandon has a BS in Environmental Science from 
NCSU, a Master’s in Fisheries Science from University of Maryland, and a PhD in Marine 
Science from NCSU.  He brings with him extensive knowledge and basic and applied 
research and monitoring experience in NC estuarine systems.  His recent work includes a 
blend of field ecology, oceanography, and population modeling to assess the function of 
marine reserves and design of reserve networks, as well as developing decision-support 
tools for ecological restoration.  Additionally, Brandon’s demonstrated ability to work with 
stakeholders and transfer results to management and conservation topics make him an 
excellent addition to our team.  

 A request has been submitted to the Secretary of the Department of Environmental and 

Natural Resources to extend terms of Local Advisory Committee Members serving in 

community member seats that are due to expire in December 2014. The request for 

extension has been submitted to ensure continuity throughout the NCNERR 

Management Plan Update process. Members will be notified as soon as this request is 

processed. If granted, current members with terms due to expire on December 31, 

2014, would serve through December 31, 2015. An application and appointment 

process would be undertaken during the fall of 2015.  

 
Site Update – Scott Crocker 

 A public meeting was held at the Audubon Center in Pine Island to gather input from the 
general public that will help update the NC National Estuarine Research Reserve 
Management Plan.  

 Registered hunter permits have reached just over 100 hunters for the season at Currituck 
Banks Reserve.  Harvest reports from last season indicate seven deer taken (four females 
and three bucks including a six and eight pointer), 14 feral pigs (nine males and five females 
up to 95 lbs), eighteen squirrels, one pintail, one widgeon and two mallards. 

 Volunteer opportunities were discussed that included planting and maintaining the rain 
garden to be installed adjacent to the new parking lot.  A public service announcement 



 

video was produced for Kitty Hawk Woods but volunteers for Currituck Banks Reserve may 
also be recruited.   

 The new parking lot was heavily used during the summer and measures are being explored 
to decrease unauthorized use of the parking lot. 

 New trail cameras were purchased and will be deployed in the field to study wildlife and 
feral hog activity.  Hog trapping is slated to begin in the winter and spring.  The idea of 
neighborhood camera traps bordering the Reserve was discussed for monitoring feral hog 
and coyote activity in the vicinity. 
 

Member Roundtable and Other Comments 

 Bill Robinson  
 

Public Comments 
None 

 
Follow Up 

 Scott will contact committee members in January 2015 to schedule a spring meeting to review 
the draft strategic plan. 

 

 

 
 


